🚗 What an 85th percentile of 40.98 mph actually means
· The 85th percentile speed is the speed at or below which 85% of vehicles are travelling.
· At 40.98 mph in a 40 zone, drivers are essentially treating the limit as credible.
· It is not a level that would normally trigger enforcement or engineering intervention.
📘 How this sits against Wiltshire & DfT thresholds
Wiltshire Council practice (traffic & road safety)
· Intervention is usually considered when the 85th percentile is +10% + 2mph over the limit.
· For a 40mph limit, that threshold is:
[ 40 + (10% \text{ of } 40) + 2 = 46 \text{ mph} ]
· Your site’s 85th percentile of 40.98mph is well below that.
Wiltshire Police enforcement criteria
· Police typically look for consistent speeds above the enforcement threshold, not just the 85th percentile.
· For a 40mph limit, enforcement interest usually starts around 46mph+ as well.
· Again, your site is not close to that.
DfT Circular 01/2013 (Setting Local Speed Limits)
· A 40mph limit is considered appropriate where the 85th percentile is 35–45mph.
· Your figure sits comfortably inside that band.
Based on the number you’ve given:
1. There is no evidence of a speeding problem
The data shows compliance, not risk. Any claim of “dangerous speeding” would not be supported by this metric.
2. It does not justify traffic calming or TRO changes
· No basis for a lower limit
· No basis for engineering measures
· No basis for police enforcement requests

